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proportions that Mme. Altchevski was
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rtune as well. To-day the little lady who

inaugurated this boon for the unschooled is

her own school, a paid assistant in
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as in this school the home of many of
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importance are at Warsaw and Moscow. The
l.brarv a' Wat-aw is the largi i 0Í the etWO. Thfl

better known out of Russia.

«Hher libraries are used in connectmn with the

««chnicul schools or institutes at Ton:

a, for example, and at Kief. In all. there

,-eie eight hundred public libraries in the towns o«'

. ai.ii over tvvei.lv thousand in the rural

its.
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charge a small fee for ti "Vbout SI M

covers the annual charge for the use of a cai-i

calling for one book at a time, and about $u'

the use of two books. Our libraries are not free,

because tin- government does not give them to the

public. In «he case of the public museums, how-

tho libtanes are free. There are elev. ti «.'"

iiiiiM-ufii- The other libraries are sup¬

ported by the neople of the towns and villages, or

bv societies.
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prohibit the sale of any book that th«-y. Individ
ually. consider .dangerous.' The m. te stu ai g
upon a hook the werdo, 'The tendency of this

book ales it out of the coun'ry,
and the farce of it all is that one governor ma;1

del I certain b««ok* 'dangerous and
be read with impunity in every surrounding prov

nice. This arbitrary cutting off of books already
..1 and put on sale artefllng t«>
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come of tbii iodiriduál cenrorohip. By tt.

tinding of one objectionable book in anv c.

library the governor of the province in
found has the right not onlv to «Mo¬

te that particular book, but may shut up the
entire library by reason of the open «li-play of

nable volume. But times have
.iid for the better in many wa>s und

;|.- hooks have improved in the same rat."
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our choice. Then, too, we ha--
to pi- any ruling that we think pTejU-
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"In «aother mattei .irly unlike

tin-.e of our neighboring count!« (,ui |
ment faraiahei no fund- for the collection of our
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Temperance.' a- the government has the n
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fact, al.-o, that theao libr.« .rted by the

*Com«
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they are run la the most tlip-ahed nianner.

"I- ins are two-

ernment. and i2) the lack of funds for the carry¬
ing on of the necessary work attending the «le-

vclopmcnt oí library plans. And right here comes

Madame Häffkin-Hamburger, Who Has
Made Long Trip to Learn Secrets of

Uncle Sanis Custodians of Books,
Tells How Such Things
Are Done in Russia.

:n the '-«-oik :n which our university the Shoni«
a-.vski I nivenit) il entering with such

This university wsi founded bul «go,

and already ha.- «.ver -ix thousand e-t ti.l««nt -, One
-f our main COUrsCI ¡I thai for th.- training of

librarians. Of coarse, it is Im] bring
about great improvement! all at once, but for

the tii'i. given to this Ijrijnch of OUI work w«>

think WC have made pioglOBS In Docembei
¦latter vvfes brought to the Botice of the hoods

of the institution, and has since beep carried to

fulfilment. It owes much of il te a

gentleman who, although a mill'.« -es his

in a bock yard lodeging end gl

te other-, while living in the plainest manner

himself. His name is Shaklov.
"During the Bret >ear of our activity in the

matter «.f the««« special courses we receiver! ap¬

plications from ever IM stu«lent«. Of these wc

admitted ¡to«) and were forced to refuse the others
for lack of accommodation. This year wo limited
our new students to ¡400. In all, we have admitted
,'i'iT for this special work during the three years
we have had opportunity for offering these \
branches to our Students.
"The demande for libraries come from all sorts

of places and people. One of the last requests
for a library that wo received before I came a«»»;

WOS from a group of peasants living m the north
;n the government of Penza. 'We have a school,'
they wrote, 'but no library. The school and the

librar;, are sisters. Our school is lonclj without

her sister. Please, can we not have our library
to comfort her " "

HEB BOOK GAINED FIRST PRIZE AT THE

LUGE EXPOSITION.

Madame has a mind and temper of singular
originality and shrewdness; .-he has gained a

knowledge of the world and of the world's read¬
ers uniquely and astoundingly comprehensive; in

lier travels she has found many vivid and striking
characters; her conversation sparkles with happy
phrases and epithets: she is never egotistic, never

parades her own personality; but one cannot

listen to her for twenty minutes without recog¬

nizing an intellectuality that is in sympathy with

whatever is line and select and worth while; even

when her English halts and wavers, it halts and

wavers in search of the exact word or phrase to

exprOSS her meaning, and when found the word
or phrase is a bit better than was at lirst ex-

1 nl'ortun&tely, madame's book on the

eon and use of books, strictly a manual for li¬

brarians, || written only in Russian. « It can be
found in any of the Slav branches of the New
York Public Library.)

LUXEMBURG, A TINY BUFFER
JUST a »he «mall kingdom of Borvla »vas th«

.-torn» centre of this War in the M

Kurope, the muuch I mallei
Luxemburg has become, through German

Invasion, the storm caatre in the east Th«
tention ia called to a tiny
«lent oaieteaaa is often overlook .'hist

histoi» has been full of in*.
of it now I« an area aol half ta th«

ot Delaware, with a population of atou".

.tin,mm. "i.-* it ha
centuries old and for ninny years i' has bee i

at object of the rival dl I lane«- and Gel
many.
Luxemburg, lying »<he-e three realms .

Belgium, Praace and German) was ¦ part of the
.. Prima of Roman tinea, aad h auch fig

-.ir' immortal "Commentariee," La
it »vas a part of the Erankish king.lorn of
Tasii. independent ruler WM Count
Conrad, in IMS, and ut '.hat time it was mii.n

larger than at present and ranked as ;i

c luntry of much political and military imp
tance.
Count Henry IV of Luxemburg »» ;« I «lectod

Emperor of Herman;., or ««f the "Holy Ri
Empire," and hia son John Wl

In UM Luxai
became a duchy, ami not long afterward it

into the possession of tin- H ind formed
an important part of the blatoric Austrian
.rlaada.

I. »»a- reaaojaarad .«

aad remained in that
of Napoleon, when it »vas made a granel «lu«-'
»»as placed under the of the King of
ilollatiif. When the \< lad,

.11 that then remain, d
divided «lee, pan of It g .

which it now Turins an Importaal p.«it. iinl th«
1er, th« preseal grand duchy,

lirme«) as a o*' the II
Thus it remained until MO, whan William III .if
Holland died and was i,y his daughter
Wilhelrain». The ¡Salic law was then in

the succession of a womai« in Luxemburg.
s«, loo« at least as any male heir, however re-

vas to be found; and in consequence Adolf,
Duke of N'ass-u. who had been deposed by Prus¬
sia in 18t>4> for siding with Austria, was made

grand duke.
But the Salic law was bound to be flouted after

nil. Adolf die«! in 1905 and was succeeded by his
-on William, who in turn died in 191'J, leaving not

B single male relative in any degree. Then th
Nas-au family law took precedence over the Salic

.' provided that in case of the entire ex¬

tinction of the male line the succession should go
to the female heir. Accordingly the Gran-1
Duchess Marie Adelaide, daughter of William, suc-

« ceded. She was the eldest of six sisters, and he.-
mother and grandmother and an aunt were living,
lut there was not a single male left in the family.

1>. little country has long been coveted br
Loth France and Germany, with Germany enjoy¬
ing the favored position. Down to its dismantle¬
ment, in 1*7;.', the great fortress of Luxemburg,
one of the famous Vauban's masterpieces, wai

garrisoned by Prussians. Since that time the
country has been a member of the German cus-

its chief railroads have been
Itased to tie German government for a long
teim of yet

It if this latter circumstance that
th. German government assumed to have th%4
right to transport it.« troops across Luxemburg
«territory, holding that since it leased the rail¬
road.« it had a right to use th.-m as it pleased.
The people of Luxemburg »peak a strange mixt¬

ure of the French and German languages. Prob-
:.i«ly about half the words are French and half are

German, The strangest effect is produced by the
I French words in German arrangement, a»,

for « vamplc, putting a French verb at the very
end of a long sentence, as is often done in Ger-

fbjt «¡'««pie are, however, intensely patri
«tic and are opposed to being annexed to eithd
1 ranee or Germany, their antipathy being by far
the stronger toward the latter,


